Project Synergy

Learning Object Documentation


	Learning Objects:
	“E. coli Kills Cancer”; M. Heil; Discover Magazine, 7/19/1999; http://www.discover.com 

PubMed; National Library of Medicine; http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi


	Activity Title:
	Science in the News 



	Brief Description:
	Students will review the news article titled “E. coli Kills Cancer” and then explain/debate/or role-play as a way to summarize the research findings and to discuss the accuracy of the conclusions and the reporting of this research.  As a final assessment, students will be asked to compare and contrast the primary source literature and the brief news report.



	Rating:
	4 stars



	Primary Subject:
	science & health



	Discipline Categories:
	science reporting; scientific research; the scientific method; scientific information evaluation



	Author’s Name and Contact Info:
	Christina Sax (csax@umuc.edu)



	Target Audience:
	college undergraduate students



	Activity or Assignment:

(Student Instructions)


	See accompanying Learning Activity

	Activity Instructions:

(Faculty Instructions)
	Prior to using this learning object and activity, the following topics should have already been introduced and discussed: the scientific method, scientific research, and experimental design.  

Students should then be given the article “E. coli Kills Cancer” (M. Heil; Discover Magazine, 7/19/1999; 

http://www.discover.com) to read.  Four possible follow-up activities are provided (individual summary papers, small group debates, group role-playing, and individual position papers) which the instructor can assign or give students the option of choosing.  A final assessment involving a comparison of primary and secondary source materials has also been provided.  



	Suggestions for Use:
	This learning object works best when discussing the scientific method or the role and accuracy of the media in reporting scientific findings.

  

	Assessment Strategies:
	See accompanying Learning Activity.



	Learning Objectives:
	At the completion of this learning object students should be able to: 

1. formulate a reasonable conclusion based on experimental data

2. critically analyze research findings

3. critically evaluate the accuracy and validity of science reporting in the popular media

4. discuss the impact and role of the media on the general public with respect to the dissemination of recent research findings

5. distinguish between primary and secondary source materials, as well as identify the strengths & limitations of each



	Materials Needed:
	· Learning Object and Activities



	Time Requirements:
	Students should be able to complete any one of these activities in 30-60 minutes.




