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1. Check with your instructor to find out which pollutant and/or community you have been assigned to investigate.

2. Go to the Scorecard web site at http://www.scorecard.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the screen and change the “Site Navigation” selection to “Find Your Community”.

3. Enter the zip code of the community that you are going to investigate, and then click on “Go”.

4. A Community Report will come up, and each of the different types of pollution are addressed (air, water, land, agriculture, etc.).  Select the type of pollution you are going to study, and the report summary will have several “clickable” phrases that offer information about your pollution type. These words will lead you to specific chemical pollutants in your area, a list of specific polluters, and even maps of pollution sites (depending one which type of pollution and zip code area you are studying).

5. After you have completed step 4, a menu will appear on the left side of the screen. Click on “About the Chemicals” in this menu to research a specific pollutant.

6. Click on “Health Effects” in the left margin menu to research the harmful effects of the pollutant you are studying.

7. Write a 1-2 page paper about a specific pollutant, or type of pollution in this particular community.  Include the following in your paper:

a. Name and chemical formula (if given) of the specific pollutant.

b. What is the source of the pollutant in this community?

c. How much of the pollutant is released into this community each year?

d. What are the harmful effects this pollutant has on the environment?

e. What are the harmful effects this pollutant has on humans?

f. What is the cancer risk from pollutants in this community?

g. Any other information you found about your community that you think is surprising or interesting.  Be sure to state why this information is surprising or interesting.

8. Be prepared to present your findings to the class.

