Title: Your Genes, Your Health

Description: An opportunity to explore inherited genetic diseases

Discipline: All health sciences, allied health and biology courses

URL: http://vector.cshl.org
Suggestions for use: To allow students to investigate inherited genetic diseases either individually or in groups.

Technical format: Internet

Cost: None

Assignments:

1. Assign students to groups of seven

2. Assign a genetic disease: fragile X syndrome, Marfan’s syndrome, cystic fibrosis, hemophilia, Duchenne’s/Becker muscular dystrophy, phenylketonuria (PKU), Huntington’s disease.

3. Provide the following directions:

· Click on the URL

· Click on Genes, Your Health on the right side of the screen

· Click on your assigned disease

· Prepare a report about this disease. The report should include:

· What is the disease

· What causes it

· How is it inherited

· How is it diagnosed

· How is it treated

· What is it like for the patients who have it?

· Other information

· Be prepared to share the information with the rest of the group.

4. Alternate assignments:


Prepare a poster about the disease


Design a pamphlet about the disease


Prepare a PowerPoint presentation explaining the disease


Present an informative lecture to the class or another group about your topic.

